The experiment has not been long enough established or worked out in sufficient detail to produce anything in the nature of a major contribution to medico-sociology. Even the primary hypotheses are yet to be clearly defined. The writer has been obliged nevertheless to make this preliminary contribution, however tentative it may be, because of the following considerations :?
(1) It is proposed to record the experiences gained in this project in a series of short articles which will necessarily deal with isolated facets of the experiment. In order to avoid tiresome repetition this first communication outlines the general background against which all these observations will be made.
Thus the significance of the facts recorded and the opinions expressed may be interpreted in proper perspective. It is especially important that this point be kept constantly in mind, since while many of the problems to be examined are of national importance, the findings that are likely to be obtained will be of strictly limited applicability.
(2) It is felt that the philosophy and ideas underlying that which we seek to establish are at this stage much more important than what we are actually doing. The writer welcomes the opportunity of inviting helpful criticisms of the generalisations which he has openly or tacitly assumed.
(3) There is a growing awareness of the need to review the function and status of the general practitioner of medicine in this country in the light of changes resulting from the implementation of the National Health Service Act. New developments within academic medicine are already finding expression in changes in emphasis and in actual subject matter in the undergraduate curriculum. Finally changes in our social institutions and practices must also be reviewed. In so far as these affect the individual as a person they are of profound significance to the general practitioner. He Record System
The record system, which has only recently been put into operation in its present form will be the subject of a separate report. It will be sufficient to give only the outlines of the system adopted, of which there are five elements.
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